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Why does God refer to Himself in the plural in
Genesis 1:26 and 3:22?

Question: "Why does God refer to Himself in the plural in Genesis 1:26 and 3:22?"

Answer: Genesis 1:26 says, “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air,

over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’” Genesis 3:22 states, “And the LORD God said, ‘The man has now

become like one of us.’” There are other passages in the Old Testament in which God refers to Himself using plural constructions. It is also interesting to note

that Elohim, one of the primary titles of God in the Old Testament (occurring over 2,500 times), is in the plural form.

Some people have used these verses to hypothesize that there are more than one God. However, we can rule out polytheism (belief in multiple gods), because

that would contradict countless other Scriptures that tell us that God is one and that there is only one God. Three times in Isaiah 45 alone, God states, “I am the

LORD, and there is no other; there is no God besides Me” (vv. 5, 6, 18).

A second possible explanation for God’s referring to Himself in the plural is that God was including the angels in His statement. In saying “us” and “our,” God was

speaking of all the heavenly host, Himself included. However, the Bible nowhere states that angels have the same “image” or “likeness” as God (see Genesis

1:26). That description is given to humanity alone.

Since the Bible, and the New Testament especially, presents God as a Trinity (three Persons but only one God), Genesis 1:26 and 3:22 can only represent a

conversation within the Trinity. God the Father is having a “conversation” with God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. The Old Testament hints at the plurality of

God, and the New Testament clarifies this plurality with the doctrine of the Trinity. Obviously, there is no way we can fully understand how this works, but God

has given us enough information to know that He does exist in three Persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Recommended Resource: Knowing God by J.I. Packer

More insights from your Bible study ‐ Get Started with Logos Bible Software for Free!

Related Topics:

What is the meaning of the word Elohim?

Can monotheism be proven?

What is Trinitarianism? Is Trinitarianism biblical?

What is the majestic plural, and how is it used in the Bible?

What is the Godhead?

Return to:

Questions about God

Return to:

GotQuestions.org Home

Why does God refer to Himself in the plural in Genesis 1:26 and 3:22?

 

https://www.gotquestions.org
https://www.gotquestions.org/whats-new.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/archive.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-Questions.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/international.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/chat.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/donate.html
https://www.facebook.com/gotquestions.org
https://twitter.com/gotquestions
https://www.youtube.com/gotquestionsorg
https://www.instagram.com/gotquestionsministries/
https://www.pinterest.com/gotquestionsmin/
https://www.gotquestions.net/Printer/God-plural-PF.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203.22
https://www.gotquestions.org/meaning-of-Elohim.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2045
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.26
https://www.gotquestions.org/Trinity-Bible.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%203.22
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=1650X
https://www.logos.com/free-bible-study-software?utm_source=gotquestions&utm_medium=advertising_display&utm_content=more+insights+get+started&utm_campaign=promo-basic-fundamentals
https://www.gotquestions.org/meaning-of-Elohim.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/monotheism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/trinitarianism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/majestic-plural.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Godhead.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/questions_God.html
https://www.gotquestions.org
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%203.22
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.gotquestions.org/God-plural.html


Find Out How to...

Spend Eternity with God

Receive Forgiveness from God

Navigation

Statement of Faith

The Gospel

Crucial Questions

Top 20

Random Article

International

Ask a Question

Question of the Week

What is the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ?

 

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.gotquestions.org/God-plural.html
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.gotquestions.org/God-plural.html
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=https://www.gotquestions.org/God-plural.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/eternal-life.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/eternal-life.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/got-forgiveness.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/got-forgiveness.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/faith.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Gospel-presentations.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/crucial.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/top20.html
https://www.gotquestions.net/admin/BackendSubmit/RandomPage?websiteid=1
https://www.gotquestions.org/international.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-Questions.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/questweek.html


Preferred Bible Version:

NIV

Save

Search

Subscribe to our Question of the Week
Get our Questions of the Week delivered right to your inbox!

Email Address Subscribe

Statement of Faith

The Gospel

Crucial Questions

About Us

Top 20 Questions

Top 20 Articles

Ask a Question

Survey

Random Page

Citation

Audio / MP3

Video

Contact Us

Serve With Us

Promote Us

Donate

               

    

 

© Copyright 2002-2019 Got Questions Ministries. All rights reserved. View our Site Map. Privacy Policy

Search

 

https://www.gotquestions.org
https://www.gotquestions.org/faith.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Gospel-presentations.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/crucial.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/about.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/top20.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/top20-monthly.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-Questions.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/survey.html
https://www.gotquestions.net/admin/BackendSubmit/RandomPage?websiteid=1
https://www.gotquestions.org/citation.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/audio-Bible-questions.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Got-Questions-Video.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/contact.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/apply.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/promote.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/donate.html
https://www.gqkidz.org
https://412teens.org
http://www.seekfind.org
https://www.gotquestions.blog
https://www.compellingtruth.org
https://www.bibleref.com
https://www.facebook.com/gotquestions.org
https://twitter.com/gotquestions
https://www.youtube.com/gotquestionsorg
https://www.instagram.com/gotquestionsministries/
https://www.pinterest.com/gotquestionsmin/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/got-questions/id366553550
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gotquestions.gqandapp&hl=en
https://www.gotquestions.org/sitemap.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/privacy.html


This page last updated: February 14, 2019

 


